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Basics Rules of Informal Citation
1. Titles of publications (books, newspapers, academic journals, websites) in italics. 

For example: 
Newsweek, the Journal of American Psychiatry, the New York Times 


website, the Burlington County College website. 
2. Titles of articles in quotation marks

For example: 
“Tragedy in Detroit”

3. First mention of Author Name complete with titles

For example: 
Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.

4. All later mentions of Author Name, last name only

For example: 
King

5. Any verbatim quoted material, however brief, in double quotation marks.

For example: 
“The last thing Detroit needs is another invasion of pity journalists.”

For example: 
For a full year, Detroit was crawling with “pity journalists.”

6. Any quoted material inside other quoted material, in single quotation marks.

For example:

Bill Paxton made a similar report: “For the entire year, Detroit was



besieged by ‘pity journalists.’”
7. Publication Dates if necessary, identified along with publication and Title

For example: 
“Tragedy in Detroit,” in the September, 2010 issue of Newsweek . . . .
8. Literary Present or Literary Past, either can be used, consistently

Past Tense: 
In “Tragedy in Detroit,” Paxton said the city was besieged.

Present Tense: 
Paxton’s article, “Tragedy in Detroit,” says the city was besieged.
Style A

1.) Title, 2.) Author, 3.) “Said Language,” 4.) Quoted Material
In “Tragedy in Detroit,” Bill Paxton claimed that “Mayor Bill Green showed an advanced case of amnesia when asked what he remembered about corruption in his administration.” 
Style B

1.) Publication, 2.) Title, 3.) Author, 4.) “Said Language,” 5.) Quoted Material
In his Newsweek article, “Tragedy in Detroit,” author Bill Paxton says that Mayor Bill Green shows “an advanced case of amnesia” regarding the corrupt practices of his administration. 

Style C

1.) Quoted Material with ellipsis, 2.) “Said Language,” 3.) Author, 4.) Publication, 5.) Title
“Mayor Bill Green showed an advanced case of amnesia . . . about corruption in his administration,” said Bill Paxton in his Newsweek article, “Tragedy in Detroit.”

Style D

1.) Author, 2.) Publication 3.) Title, 4.) “Said Language,” 5.) Quoted Material with brackets 
Bill Paxton, in his Newsweek article, “Tragedy in Detroit,” wrote, “Mayor Bill Green showed an advanced case of amnesia [regarding] corruption in his administration.”
Style E

1.) Interrupted Quoted Material, 2.) Said Language, 3.) Author, 4.) Title, 5.) Publication Date,

6.) Publication, 7.) remainder of Quoted Material 
“Mayor Bill Green,” reported Bill Paxton in “Tragedy in Detroit,” his September, 2010 Newsweek article, “showed an advanced case of amnesia” about corruption in his administration.

How Does These Look? Fix them if they contain errors.
 


1. Dan Kennedy, in his article, “Faces of Death,” says, “A photograph—or a filmed document—is a “fake” whenever it deceives the viewer.”


2. The article, Reflections on Relativity, includes Einstein’s remark about the odds that nature is ruled by chance. God does not play dice, he is reported to have said.


3. The story Kevin Miller published in Newsweek did not report what the general said about the battle to save Fallujah. “I’m aware that prisoners are often booby-trapped.”


4. Miller posted to his blog, “Kevin Miller Reports,” that, when he witnessed the battle, “the Marines took only appropriate actions.” 


5. Miller wrote in “Why I Admire the Devil Dogs,” which he posted to his blog, that the story of the war was complex and ‘needed to be handled with care’.


6. Miller says that the Marines “. . . should have checked for weapons and explosives after disabling the prisoners . . .”

7. A fellow journalist at Newsweek disputes Miller’s report in his article “The Truth About Fallujah,” he describes Sites as a traitor and hopes that he “rots in hell”.

